Abstract. Six Early-Middle Eocene planktonic foraminiferal zones are recognized and described for the first time from southeastern Sinai. The biozones are correlated with equivalent units in neighbouring regions. The tectonics responsible for the erosional unconformity below the Eocene section and the angular unconformity above it are discussed.
Introduction
In southeastern Sinai, stratified exposures lie within the Nubian-Arabian Craton at Bir Safra area. This is mostly a Late Cretaceous-Early Tertiary outlier detached from the main body still exposed toward the north (Fig. 1) . The connecting sediments have been removed by erosIOn.
Rare biostratigraphic zonations of the Late Cretaceous exposures have been done in the area (e. g. KORA & HAMAMA 1987) . Moreover, published stratigraphic data on the Early Tertiary in southeastern Sinai is completely lacking. This is contrary to southwestern Sinai and the Gulf of Suez region as well as northern Sinai, where much information is available (e. g. VIOTTI & EL DEMERDASH 1968 , AND RAWlS 1970 , BASSIOUNl et a1. 1974 , EL SHlNNAWl & SULTAN 1975 , BOUKHARY & ABDELMALIK 1983 and ANORA WlS et a1. 1986 .
In the present work, a detailed planktonic foraminiferal zonation of the Eocene rocks exposed around Bir Safra is carried out. The obtained biostratigraphic units are correlated with those described from other areas in and outside Egypt, and the importance of the unconformities bounding the sequence is discussed. Twenty samples representing the studied Eocene rocks have been investigated for their microfaunal content. Additional five samples
